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RNC /ent a [mall Traft 
of the Nature and Or 
of OaTtus 10 the Preſs, I 
had no Intent of writing any 
more on that Head. But no ſooner was 
it publiſhed, but I was let into a Secret 
which I was utterly ignorant of before, 
viz. That ſome Perſons had found out a 
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Way, as they imagined, to elude the Force 
of Oaths, by kiſſing their Thumbs, inſtead 
of kiffing the Bool. This, at the firſt 
Hearing, ſeemed to carry with it Jha 


ile Comtempy of God, and ſuch a horrid 
Abuſe of bis Name, as moved me with 
a kind of Indignation, and ſoon brought 
on a Reſolutton to turn my Thoughts 
a ſecond time 10 : the Subject of 
OaTns; zhe Reſult of which I now 
ſubmit 10 Conſideration n the followmg 
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As for the Perjured Crew, God's 
worn Enemies, and the Devil's fewo, 
| Servants; who liſt up their Feels aguin 


Heaven, and carry as it were the Marks 
of Hell in their Forebeads ; I leave them 
as forlorn Creatures to an affromed Cod, 

10 indicate the Honour of his injured 
Name, bytaking Vengeance onthe Crimi- 
nals according to the Nature of their Fin. 
Their 
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The PREFACE v 
Thein Caſe vudechd is unt as deſperate as 
that .gf the Dewls, uno are ſaid io be 
reſenued in eaerlaſnmg (Chains. under 
Darkneſs tg apa cj of the great 
Days ... Bus i i not jan rum it; fon 
there is hu un uncertain Breath be- 
; twixt their Sues) aud everlafimg Mos 
> ſerces; and when that 1s op, which 
may ſuddenly be. done by a thouſand 
wnexpetted Accidents, their Col. during 
ard ther God c damming Souls are in 
Hell, \where the Smoke: o F their Jom 


mem hens aſcend -_w_ eder and eder. 


* ths Reader, thou 20 2 be 
HM eftaped the Gurlt of this abominable Sn: 
. =» of Perjury, "fear i it as thou wouldjt Hell 
"Yd ; 22 Leude it 79 thoſe hat det } 
© Whetches who bave left God, and ſeen 
10 be almoſt utterly left of him, as the 
© Devils are, Leave it to them to make 
abt of ſuch ſacredThings as Oaths, and 
i ts 


vj The PREFACE. 

zo ſport with ſuch a dreadful Thing as 
the Wrath of an offended God. But do © 
thou ſet God always before thee, as one 
who doth. believe his Ommipreſence and 
Omniſcience, to whom. all things are na. 
led and open, and it will help 2 o pre- 
ſerve thee from the Guilt of Perjury. 
Look inward, and lament it as by), 
Hu, that God is no more in thy * 
Thoughts, and that there is no more 
awful Senſe of his Majeſty upon thy 
Spirits. Look upwards, and think what 

a profound Reverence the Angels them- 
ſelves do ſhew of the Majeſty of God, 
while they cover their Faces in his Pre- 
ſence, and cry one to another, H ly, 
holy, holy is the Lord God of _ 
Hoſts; the whole Earth is full of bis 1 
Glory. And then, when thou doſt look * 
abroad in the World, let it be the daily | 
Grief of thy Soul to obſerve how the Ja- | 
cred Name of God 7 is abuſed by ſume m 


ſwearmsg | 
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_ ? fewearmg profanely, and others in ſwear- 
ing falſly by it. Hereby thou wilt ſhew 
thy Zeal for God, thy Love to Men, 
and thy Haired of Sin, and thereby 
keep thy/elf from the Guilt of other Mens 
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DISSUASIVE 
PERJURY. 


G HDA 
The Nature of Perjury, and Diſſuaſives from it. 


Exo is an Abuſe of the Sacred 
Name of God, by ſwearing falſly or 
I deccitfully by it. And when Men do 
& GA folemnly declare upon their Oaths, 
PSA that to be true, which they know or 
believe to be falſe; or promiſe upon 
their Oaths, that which they never perform, or 
never intend to perform, they are guilty of Per- 
Jury, a Sin of a heinous Nature. As Diſſuaſives 
from it, I would offer what follows to the Rea- 
der's ſerious Conſideration. 


Firſt, Conſider whether thou doſt not believe the 
Being of a God? Or, if there ſhould any Doubts 
ariſe in thy Mind about the Truth of his Exiſtence, 
would not the Reflection on his Works ſo far 

B ſhame 


2, Diſſuaſtves from Perjury. Ch. I. 
ſhame thy Unbelich, as to leave no room to que- 
ſtion whether God is? For the inviſible Things of 
bim from the Creation of the World are clearly ſeen, 
being underſtood by the Things that are made, even 
his eternal Power and Godhead*. Look upwards, 
and view the Heavens over thy Head, and the 
greater and leſſer Lummaries that are placed in 
them; _ caſt, thine Eyes down upon the Earth, and 
the ers whieh inviron it, and the Variety of 
Creatutes Which depend on both; and alt wilt as 
it were lead thee by the Hand to that Supreme Be- 
ing which we call GOD, of whom, and to whom, 
and through whom are all Things. So that thou 
canſt hot 177 the Exiſtence of a Deity,” unleſs 
thou wilt firſt lay thy Reafon aſide, and turn the 
Man into a Brute. And if fo, I ſhould not pity 


thee,” if with ' Nebuchadnezzas thou waſt driven 


from Men to dwell with the Beaſts of the Field, 
and cat Graſs like Oxen, till the Brute was turned 
into Man again, ſo far as to acknowledge the Be- 


jag bf a God, whoſe Dominion is everlaſting, and 
his Kingdom from Generation to Generation. Nay, 
though thou mayſt be fo far a Fool as to ſay in 
thine Heart there is no God, and by thy Works 
deny him; yet in ſwearing by his Name thou doſt 
profeſs to believe his Being. And if God it, thou 


muſt acknowledge his Omniſcience; that he doth 
not only hear thy Words, and obſerve thy Actions, 
but is privy to the ſecret Thoughts of thine Heart. 
Thou mult alſo acknowledge, that he hath fo 
much Regard to the Honour of his great Name, 
as to reſent the Indignities which Men put upon 
it. All this, and more, is implied in the Notion 
of God. And canſt thou know and believe this? 
know and believe that there is a God, and ſuch a 
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Rom. 1, 20, 
and 
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Ch. Difſnaſives from Perjury. 3 
God as his Word and Works repreſent bim to be, 
and profane his facred Name by fwearing decei 

fully by it? ot ee BY 


_ Secondly, Conſider hom jealaus Cod it af the Hu- 
nour of his great Name. How often doth he ſtand 
upon it to have it ſanctified? and bow :{everely 
hath he ſhew'd his Reſentment of the Abuſe theres 
of by Perjury ? 4 Nina 

A memorable Inſtance of this we have in the 
Cafe of the Gibeonites, who perceiving the Pro- 
greſs which the Children of 7/rael made in _—_ 
off the Inhabitants of the Land of Canaan, an 
being advanced within two or three Day's March 
of them; they foreſaw that it would be impoſſible 
for them by Force to ſecure themſelves from the 
impending Storm; and therefore, as if they came 
from another Part of the World, wich their 
thread bare Cloaths, and their old Shoes worn 
out (as they pretended) with rhe Length of the 
Journey, they addreſs themlelves to Joſbua, to 
make a League of Friendſhip» with them; which 
he did according to their Deſire, and the Arti- 
cles were ſworn to bet wixt them: Afterwards 
when the Fraud was diſcover'd, the Common 
People murmur'd againſt the Princes of the Con- 
gregation, becauſe they had ſpared the  Gibeo- 
nites, devoted by God to Deſtruction. with the 
reſt of the Canaanites. Buri they ſatisfied? them» 
ſelves, and. filenced the Chmours of the diſcon- 
rented Party, in telling them that they Had /n 
zo them by the Lord b. Though they were grofly 
impoſed upon by the Gibeoxites, yet the Oath 
which they had taken was ſacred, as taken in the 


N 1 


Name of a holy God, and! therefore they might 


not touch them. But ſeveral hundred Years after, 
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Saul brake this Oath by endeavouring to deſtroy 
them; and tho' it was under a Pretence of Piety, 
per what he did was ſo diſpleaſing to God, that 
e brought three Years Famine upon the Land, 
and would not remove the Judgment, until 
ſeven of Saul's Sons were hanged up as a kind of 
Victim; not properly to expiate the Guilt of their 
Father's Sin, bak to ſhew the Severity of his Diſ- 
pleaſure againſt Perjury. | 
Another Inſtance of the like Nature we have in 
the Caſe of Zedetiab. The Matter of Fact in ſhort 
was this. Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon hav- 
ing beſieged Jeruſalem, and taken the City by Sur- 
render, he depoſed Fehoiakim King of Judah, and 
ſet up Zedekiah as King in his ſtead, and took an 
Oath of Allegiance or Fealty from him; for 'tis 
faid, that he had made him ſwear by God e. It is 
obſervable here, that Nebuchadnezzar was an U- 
ſurper; and I know no more Right that he had 
to pull down one King and ſet up another at Je- 
ruſalem, than one Man hath to pick another's 
Pocket: And yet becauſe Zedetiah rebelled againſt 
him, contrary to the Oath of God that was upon 
him, how ſeverely doth God reſent it? Seeing be 
deſpiſed the Oath, by breaking the Covenant (when lo 
he had given his Hand) and hath done all theſe 
Things, be ſhall not eſcape. Therefore thus ſaith the 
Lord God, As I live, ſurely mine Oath that he bath 
deſpiſed, and mine Oath that he hath broken, even it 
evill I recompence upon his own Head d. And 'tis no 
wonder that God doth ſhew his Reſentment of the 
Abuſe of his holy Name with a Severity becom- 
ing the Nature of the Sin, and the Majeſty of a 
God. Men are tender of their Reputation, and 
will not ſuffer their Names to be abuſed, eſpeci- 
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Chil. Diſſuaſtoes from Perjury: 5 
ally by their. Inferiors, and let the Guilty go un- 
puniſh'd ; much lefs will God. And canſt thou 
confider who God is, and what the Wrath of 
God incenſed by Sin is, and by Perjury provoke 
him to Jcalouſy againſt thy ſelf? | 


_ Thirdly, Milt thou confider what à vile Indignity 
thou. doſt put upon God, by ſwearing falſly by: his 
Name? Lis not only a manifeſt Contempt of 
God, but a moft daring Affront offer'd to his 
Name. Thou doſt by this either impeach the 
Truth of his Being, that there is no God; or his 
Omniſcience, that he is not privy to the Actions 
of Men; or his Juſtice and Hatred of Sin, as it 
he had no Regard to the Honour of his great and 
mms Name, to let the Perjured go unpuniſh- 


4 Hadſt thou been preſent at the Deſtruction of 


Sodom and Gomorrah, and ſeen the Heavens in a 


dreadful Manner pouring down Showers of Fire 
and Brimſtone, and Men and Women burning 
alive in the midſt of the Flames, and heard their 
doleful Shrieks and Cries before they were con- 
ſumed into Aſhes z what Thoughts wouldit thou 
have had of God? Or hadſt thou been preſent on 
Mount Sinai at the giving of the Law, and ſeen 
and heard the Thundrings and the Lightning, and 
the Noiſe of the Trumpet, and the Mountain 
ſmoaking, and the People trembling with Fear; 
wouldſt thou have look'd upon God as a con- 


temptible Being? Aſſuredly thou wouldſt not. 


The Lord is the ſame glorious and dreadful God 
now, as he was then; and thou ſhouldit have an 
awful Senſe of his Majeſty upon thy Spirits at all 
times; eſpecially conſidering, that thou muſt 
ſhortly appear before his 2 Tribunal, to re- 
eeive thy laſt and final Doom, according as thy 
Deeds have been. 3 
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6 Diffuafeves from Perfury. Chi J. 
ie Lord 43 a great God, and greatly to be feared. 
Canſt thou know and believe this, and abuſe his 
dreadful Name by'Perjury ? If thiou hatt any Re- 
gard to thy Reputation among Men, thou wouldſt 
ook upon it as an intolerable Affront, to have 
thy Name made uſe of by others to cover a Lie: 
And will God, who is infinitely above thee, take 
that from thee which thou wouldſt not take from 
thy Fellow- Creatures? Haſt thou none to deſpiſe 
but God? Iknow not how, or wherein thou canſt 
manifeſt a greater Contempt of him, than to ſwear 

deceitfully by his Name: When thou doſt this, 
thou doſt not only lie to Men, but God; and, 
which is worſe, doſt what lies in thee to make 
God a Liar with thy ſelf; yea, like the Devil 
himfelf, who is ſaid to bea Liar, and the Father 
of ite. 
Fourthly, Conſider what a Guilt thou doſt con- 
tract and fix upon thy own Soul. by Perjury. Guilt 
is the Relation which Sin hath to Puniſhment, 
and doth immediately reſult from the Law that is 
violated: For no ſooner is this tranſgreſſed, but 
the Sinner brings himſelf under an Obligation to 
Puniſhment. The Law condemns. him, and juſ- 
tice calls for the Execution of the threatned Pu- 
niſhment upon him; and there is nothing but a 
Pardon that can diſcharge the Sinner from the 
Guilr, and ſecure him from the deſerved: Puniſh- 
ment of Sin. But this thou doſt thruſt from thee, 
and judge thy ſelf unworthy of. — a falſe 
Oath, thou doſt not only diſſemble with God and 
Man, but imprecate Divine Vengeance on thy ſelf: 
Thou doſt proclaim War with the great Sovereign 
of the Univerſe; and: even dare that God, who is 
the Maker of Heaven and Earth, to cut thee off, 
and caſt thee into Hell. — 
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Far 
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* John viii. 44. 
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Far be it from me to. limit: the Mercy of God; 
but of all the Men and Women in the World, per- 
jur'd Perſons; as ſuch, can have the leaſt Hopes of 
—— him; becauſe tis what they ſcem to bid 
open Defiance to. The Word ot Gad doth tell thee, 
that the IM ages of Kin is Death; and Conſcience, if 
thou wilt — ws it leave to ſprak, will tell thee, 
that thou haſt been a Sinner, and deſerv'd to die for 
thy Sins: And is tbere nothing but the Mercy -of 
God to ſtand; hetwixt thee and eternal Miſeries, 
ſo that without chis thou muſt be undone for ever; 
and wilt thou by thy Words and; Actions do what 
lies in thee to exclude thy ſelt ſtam it? + Is it not 
enough that the Law of God doth condemn ther, 
and the Wrath of God is incenſed againſt thee for 
thy Sins; but thou muſt bind the Curſe of God 
upon thee with thy own Tongue? as if Judgment 
would not come. fure enough and ſoon enough, 
unleſs theu did{t haſten it down upon thy own 


; Fifthly, Hit. thou farther confider whether Cod 
bath not expreſly forbid thee to -proſiitute' his ſacred 
Name to cover. @ Lie? The Prohibition is as plain 
as Words can expreſs it, Thou ſbalt not fear by 
my Name falſlys. Thou who doſt make fo daringly 
bold with the awful Name of the ever- bleſſed God, 
as to ſwear deceitfully by it, ſhall I aſk thee, and 
wilt thou put the Queſtion to thy ſelf, Whether 
God hath not Right to command, and lay thee 
under an Obligation to obey? Is not both thy 
Creation and Preſervation altogether owing tb 
him? Is it not God's Earth which thou doft 
tread upon? Is it not his Air that thou doſt breath 
in? Are they not his Creatures wherewith thou 
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Rom. vi. 23. Lev. xix. 12. 
art 


art fed and cloathedꝰ Was it not God ho made 
thee? otherwiſe thou hadft never been. It not 
God who doth preſerve. thee ? otherwiſe*thoi 
wouldſt preſently ceaſe to be. And canſt thi 
conſider God's Py in thee, and his abſolute +. 
Sovereignty over thee, and thy Dependence upon 

him for all that thou either art or haſt, and ſo fat 
contemn his Authority as to profane his Name by 
Perjury? Is this thy Love to God as thy Benefac- 
tor, and the Returns thou doſt make him for the 
many free and undeſerved Mercies which thou haſt 
received from him? Is this thy Fear of God as thy 
Lawgiver and Judge? Did God give thee thy Life, 
and ſo many Mercies of Life for this, that thou 
ſhouldſt turn Rebel againſt him? | nf 


Sixthly, Conſider bow utterly inconſiſtent thy Ac- 
tions are with Chriſtianity, and all Hopes of Salva- 
tion by Jeſus Chriſt. Thou wilt ſay, that thou doſt 
not only believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker 
of Heaven and Earth, but in Jeſus Chriſt his only 
Son our Lord; and accordingly doſt affect to be 
called by the Name of a Chriſtian, and thereby pro- 
fels to follow him in his Doctrine and Example, ſo 
far as *tis imitable by us. Turn over thy New 
Teſtament, ſearch the Records of Chriſt's Life and 
Actions while on Earth, or the inſpired W ritings 
of the Apoſtles after his Aſcenſion into Heaven, 
and find out that Place if thou canſt, which doth 

ive the leaſt Countenance to Perjury. The great 
Pd of Chriſt's coming into the World, was to 
bring Man back to God again from whom he was 
fallen by Sin; and this could never be effected by 
teaching him to proſtitute and profane his ſacred 
Name. The Life and Doctrine of the Redeemer, 
and the great Deſign of Chriſtianity, are the per- 
fe& Reverſe of this. Thou art taught in the firſt 
Petition of the Lord's Prayer, to deſire that ow 
ame 
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| Name may be hallowed ; and, unleſs profaning is 
ä ballowing, thy Prayers are directly contrary to 
. thy Practice, and thy Practice utterly inconſiſtent 
L with thy Profeſſion of Chriſtianity. Thou doit 
2 dedicate thy Children to God by * "rg as one 
. that doth renounce the Devil, Fleſh, and World; 
1 and by Perjury doſt devote thy ſelf, Body, and 
. Soul to the Devil. Thou wouldſt think it much, 
4 if, after thou art dead, thou ſhouldſt be denied 
4 what ſome call Chriſtian Burial ; but the Church- 
c yard and the Burial-Office ſaid over thy Grave, 
t will never ſanctify thy perjured Bones (if I may fo 
Y ſpeak) left behind in this World; nor be of any 
2” © Advantage to thy profane Soul gone into another. 
u K Thou doſt alfo believe the Life everlaſting, and wilt 

ſay thou doſt hope to go to Heaven: But what 
| ſhould Hell do in Heaven? the Devil's Swine a- 
a mong God's Saints? Tis all holy in Heaven; the 
1 Place, the Company, and the Employment; ſo 
| * that tis impoſſible that there ſhould any Place be 
found there for perjured Men and Women. And 
iy 7 if thou art one amongſt them, thou doſt carry 
de Hell about with thee. And whither ſhouldſt theu 
a go but to Hell ? the Devil and his whole Family, 
lo | ather and Children, into the Lake which burns 
w i with Fire and Brimſtone? And though it may 
nd be thou doſt not concern thy ſelf much about 
ge Heaven now; yet hereafter, when others ſhall 
mn, Þx come from all Parts of the World, and fit down 
th F with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom 
eat of God, and thou ſhalt be ſhut our; the Loſs of 
to Heaven will be more affecting and tormenting, *® 
5 } than thou canſt now imagine. | 

Y 

red 1 Laſtly, Wilt thou once more take it into thy Con- 
er, /ideration whether God hath not threatned to puniſh 
er- thee for thy Sin? Every Signification of the Will 
rſt of God to Man, concerning his Duty, is a Law 
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10 Diſſuaſrves from Perjury. Ch. I. 
which doth not only tell him what he ſhould be 
and do, but what his Puniſhment ſhall be, if he is 
defective in his Duty. Where there is a Prohibi- 
tion, though a 'Threatning is not expreſs'd, tis 
always to be underſtood. But in the Caſe before 
us *tis panty expreſs'd. Didſt thou never read of 
a flying Roll 8 againſt him that 
ſweareth falſly by the Name of God®? Didſt 
thou never read Deut. xxviii. 8, 19. where God 
hath threatned thoſe who will not fear his glori- 
ous and fearful Name, to make their Plagues won- 
derful? Bur if not, thou halt read or heard the 
third Commandment, where God hath ſaid, that 
he will not hold thoſe guiltleſs, that take his Name 
7n vain. And when God ſhall enter into Judg- 
ment with thee for thy Sin, what Courſe wilr 
thou take to ſecure thyſelf from the dreadful Ef- 
fects of his Diſpleaſure? Wilt thou ſhift thyſelf 
away from his Preſence? That will be as impoſſi- 
ble as to flee from thyſelf; for thou mayſt as well 
be where thou art not thyſelf, as to be where 
God is not. Wilt thou enter the Liſts with thy 
Maker, and endeavour to repel Force by Force ? 
By bidding ſuch open Defiance to him, thou doſt 
indeed act as if thou wert an Over-match for 
him; but, believe it, thou art leſs able to con- 
tend with God, than the meaneſt Worm on Earth 
is to contend with an Army of an hundred thou- 
ſand Men. Or wilt thou deprecate thy Puniſh- 
ment by Prayers and Entreaties? Thou art like 
to find this as impracticable as either of the for- 
mer: By forſwearing thyſelf thou haſt imprecated 
Divine Vengeance on thy own Soul; and that 
God, to whom Vengeance belongeth, will take 
Vengeance upon thee for thy Sin. God hath 
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Zech. v. 2, 3. | 
threatned 


Ch. I. Difſuaſroes from Perjury. 11 
threatned the Palſe-Swearer, and he will make his 
Threatnings good. Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs 
away, and the perjur'd Wretch, who exalted him- 
ſelf againſt his Maker, lie in Hell for ever; but 
one Threatning of God againſt ſuch ſhall nor fall 
to the Ground unaccompliſh'd. Hell! a dreadful 
Word, but a more dreadful Place, and that which 
is like to be the Place of thine everlaſting Abade. 
For by abuſing the Name of God by Perjury, 
thou doſt expreſly reject the Lord from being thy 
God; and though thou doſt not make a formal 
Contract with the Devil, yet the plain Language 
of thy Sin is, Take me, Devil, I am thine for ever. 
And canſt thou bear the Thoughts of being ſen- 
tenced at laſt to depart with a Curſe into everlaſt- 
ing Fire, prepared for the Devil and his Angels? 
Canſt thou burn in Hell, and be content to be 
Fuel for thoſe unquenchable Flames, which are 
kindled and kept in by the Wrath of a righteous 
and dreadful God? 

If thou doſt look forward with a believingEye 
to the great „ e at the End of the 
World, thou mayſt by Faith foreſee the laſt Judg- 
ment ſet; the Righteous caught up in the Clouds to 
meet the Lord in the Air, in order to their being 
for ever with the Lord; and all the Devil's Imps, 
the Falſe, as well as the Profane Swearer, left be- 
hind with the reſt of the trembling World, in im- 
mediate Expectation of their final Doom. Go on 
in thy Thoughts a little farther, and thou mayſt 
hear their dreadful Sentence paſs'd, and fee it put 
in Execution; all ſent to Hell, their long Home, 
to live out an eternal Night in Woe and Miſery. 
Now where are the Hearts which harden'd them- 
ſelves againſt God? Where are thoſe Tongues 
which bid Defiance to Heaven? Ah, poor Crea- 
tures! how is the Caſe alter'd with them! The 
Devils do now inſult them; the Heavenly Hoſt 
C 2 doth 
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doth rejoice over them, and in the Puniſhment 


that is inflicted upon them; their own Conſci- 


ences, as God's Executioners, do accuſe and tor- 
ment them; and God doth let out a Senſe of his 
everlaſting Diſpleaſure into their Souls; fo that 
they mult be ever dying, and live to Eternity; al- 
ways burning, and never conſumed. And if this 
be a deſirable State, thou mayſt ſwear and for- 
ſwear, and neither fear God nor an Oath; But if 
not, reverence his Name, and do not proſtitute it 


by ſwearing falſly by it. 


CHAP. IL 
Directions againſt Perjury. 


BA Lthough Perſons actually perjured, ſeem 
Deo de too far gone in Sin to receive Ad- 
ice; yet, I hope, the following Direc- 
tions may be of uſe to others, who have 
not caſt off all Regard to God's Authority, or 
their own Good. 


— —— 


Firſt, Acquaint thyſelf with Cod. What a Be- 
ing is that, who gave Being to all Things? thar 
made the World of nothing, by the Word of his 
Power, and by his Providence upholdeth every 
thing in its Being? All Nations before him are as 
nothing, yea, leſs to bim than nothing, and Vanity *. - 
"Tis through Ignorance and Forgetfulneſs of God, 


mm. 


—— 


® Ifai. xl. 17. 


that 
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that Earth is ſo like to Hell, and that Men ſhew 
by their Actions that they are of their Father the 
Devil; while they do not only lie, but make uſe 
of the Name of God as a Cloak to cover it. 
Wouldſt thou have an Inſtance of the Power of 
God, read the Hiſtory of the Creation in the firſt 
of Geneſis, and obſerve how the World, and the 
ſeveral Creatures therein, were made originally of 
nothing, or of Matter as indiſpoſed as nothing, to 
make them what they, are; and thou wilt ſee, that 
his Power is no leſs than Omnipotency itſelf. And 
by the ſame Word of Power, whereby he gave 
all things their Being, he can in a Moment turn 
all into their Original Nothing again. Wouldſt 
thou have an Inſtance of his Juſtice, and his Ha- 
tred of Sin? thou haſt it in a Manner becomin 

a God, in the Caſe of the fallen Angels and fallen 
Man; while for their Sin the one was caſt out of 
Heaven, and the other out of Paradiſe, a lower 
Heaven upon Earth, with the dreadful Tokens of 
God's Diſpleaſure againſt them, as the Puniſhment 


of their Sin. And is this a Being to be con- 
temned? 


Secondly, Forget not thyſelf. I need not tell 
thee that thou art a Man; remember this, and 
thou muſt acknowledge thy whole Dependance to 
be on God; for thy Life, and all the Mercies of 
Life: All which he doth give, and may take 
away whenever he pleaſes, and thou muſt not ſay 
unto him, I hat doſt thou? He can lay Sicknels 
upon thee, and of long Continuance, fo that thy 
Life ſhall be a continued Courſe of weariſome 
Days and waking Nights. And, beſides the 
Wrath to come, which 1s reſerved for Sinners in 
the other World, he can let out a Senſe of his 
Diſpleaſure into thy Soul in this Life; ſo that 
thou ſhalt not only be a Burden, but a Terror to 

thyſelf, 
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thyfelf, and be forced under the Horrors of an ac- 
cuſing Conſcience, to ſay with Cain, My Puniſb- 
ment is greater than I can bearb. And ſhould not 
the Confideration of this deter thee from Sin in 
general, and from this horrid Sin of Perjury in 
particular ? | 

Thou art a Man, and, as ſuch, thou art mor- 
tal; thou hadſt thy Original from the Duſt, and 
muſt certainly (thou doſt not know how foon) re- 
turn to thy 7 Duſt again. And is it for a 
dying Man to abuſe the Name of that God, who 
muſt be his God both in Life and Death, or he 
will and muſt be miſerable ia this World, and in 
that to come? Thou art a Man, and, as ſuch, 
there is an infinite Diſtance betwixt God and thee ; 
he is in Heaven, and thou art on Earth; not fo 
much to God, as a ſmall Duſt of the Balance is to 
the great Body of the Earth. And is it for ſuch a 
Worm as thou art, to bid open Defiance to this 
God, as indeed thou doſt, by abuſing his holy 
Name to cover a Lie? In a word; remember 
thyſelf, and thou wilt not forget God; and if thou 
doſt not forget God, thou wilt not make ſo bold 
with his fearful Name, as to ſwear falſly by it. 


Thirdly, Be well informed of the Nature of an 
Oath; otherwiſe thou canſt never (wear in Judg- 
ment, and be ſafe from Perjury. Particularly, I 
would adviſe thee to take notice, that the So help 
me God at the Concluſion of an Oath, is not an 
Addreſs to God for Grace to enable thee to keep 
thine Oath; but a ſolemn Appeal to him to judge 


of the Sincerity of thy Heart in taking it, and a 


dreadful Imprecation of Divine Vengeance on thy 
{elf if thou doſt break it. 


» Gen, iv. 13. 


And 
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And when thou haſt ſworn, know what thou 
haſt ſworn to do. As for Inſtance, if thou hatt 
taken upon thee the Office of a Conſtable (or any 
other Place of Truſt of the like or another Na- 


| A ture) and haſt ſworn to diſcharge it in all the Parts 
thereof, it concerns thee to know what a Conſta- 


ble's Work is, and what he is bound to by his 
Oath; otherwiſe thou canſt never avoid the Guilt 


f of Perjury. And thy wilful Ignorance in ſuch a 


Cale, will but aggravate, inſtead of exrenuating 
the Evil of thy Sin. 
Or if thou haſt taken the Oaths to the Govern- 


% ment, „It highly imports thee to conſider that 
( thou dolt not only break thine Oath of Allegi- 
“ ance by actual Rebellion, but by all thoſe other 


« Methods which have a natural and maniteft 
« Tendency to it. 'The Guilt may lie upon a 
« Man, where the Penalty cannot take hold of 
& him. Thoſe who ſpeak irreverently of the Per- 
“ fon to whom they have {worn Allegiance; who 


e endeayour to alienate from him the Hearts of 
„ his Subjects, or to inſpire the People with Diſ- 
L affection to the Government, cannot be thought 
* © to be true to the Oath they have taken. And 
c as for thoſe who by concerted Falſhoods and 
Defamations endeavour to blemiſh his Character, 


or weaken his Authority, they incur the com- 
6 1 Guilt of Slander and Perjury e. 

heartily with there was no Ground to fear, 
that but few of thoſe, to whom Oaths are adminis 


N {ter'd, do conſider cither what they do, or with + 
whom they have to do in taking them; and that 


fewer underſtand what an Oath is. Tis ſuppoſed, 
that thoſe who are impower'd to adminiſter Oaths 


to others, ſhould be able, as occaſion requires, to 


— 


_— 35, 36. 


acquaint 
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acquaint them with the Nature of an Oath; and 
where they perceive Perſons to be ignorant, one 
would think, that Zeal for God, and Love to Men, 
ſhould readily prompt them to it: But whether 
there is not a = Defect herein, is known to 
God and the World. A Friend of mine bein 
called before a Juſtice of the Peace to ſwear; and, 
having never taken an Oath before, he deſired to 
be intormed of the Nature thereof; and his Wor- 
ſhip was pleaſed briefly to explain it in the following 
Manner; Kiſs the Book, Kiſs the Boot; and there 
was an End of that Matter. 


Fourthly, Retain due Impreſſions of the glorious 
Majeſty of God upon thy Spirits. Thou haſt heard 
him many times utter his dreadful Voice in the 
Thunder, and thereby as it were rending the Hea- 
vens and ſhaking the Earth: Thou haſt alſo ſeen 
him diſplay ſomething of his terrible Majeſty in 
the Lightning; fo terrible, that thou dareſt not 
look upon it. And canſt thou be an Ear and Eye- 
Wirneſs of this, and proſtitute the Name of ſuch 
a God? The Glory of a thouſand Suns, were there 
ſo many and all united together in one, would be 
no more to the Majeſty of God, than the Light 
of a Glow-Worm to that of the Sun ſhining in 
irs Noon-day Glory. Remember that God is, and 
thou muſt forget thyſelf to forget him, in whom 
thou doſt live, and move, and haſt thy Being. Re- 
member what a God he is, who hath his Way in 
the M birlwind, and the Storm and the Clouds are the 
Duft of his Feet. That the Mountains quake at him, 
and the Hills melt, and the Earth is burnt at his Pre- 
ſence, yea the World, and all that dwell therein d. 
And thou wilt find the Dread of ſuch a God upon 


— 


— — 
— 


— 
Nah. J. 3, thy 


* 
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thy Spirits to be a great Preſervative againſt Per- 
foreſee, it muſt be a fearful 
thing to fall into the Hands of ſuch a God, who 


is as @ conſuming Fire to his Enemies. 


Fifthly,. Never forget, that when thou ſweareſt, 
thou bal in a more eſpecisl manner to do with God. 
Thou who doſt ſwear, art a Man; tis before Men 
that thou doſt ſwear; they do impoſe the Oath 
on thee, and take it from thee: But God is a Par- 
ty more immediately concerned with thee. Some- 
times in the ſacred Writ, Oaths are called heirs 
who require theme, ſometimes theirs whio tale 
them f; and ſometimes. the Lord's Oathss, becauſe 
they are inſtituted by his Authority, and he is appeal- 
ed unto in them, as one who is able to judge of the 
Truth of what is aſſerted upon Oath, and to take 
Vengeance on the Swearer, if he doth abuſe his ſa- 
cred Name to cover a Lie. Tho' God may be}far 
from thy Thoughts, he is never far from thee. He 
is preſent when thou doſt ſwear, and doth obſerve 
how thou doſt rake the Oath, and he will take 
notice if thou doſt break it. Tis in his Name 
that thou doſt ſwear, and 'tis Vengeance from him 
that thou doſt call upon thyſelf, it thou doſt ſwear 
with an Intent to deceive, or break thy Oath af- 
ter thou haſt ſworn. Be it ſo, that thou ſhould(t 
have fo little Regard to God's Authority and thy 
Duty to him, as to forſwear thyſelf ; he will and 
muſt, as he is a holy God, have ſo much Regard 
to the Honour of his great Name, as to puniſh 
thee for thy Sin. Remember this, and as thou 
haſt any Fear of God before thine Eyes, it will 
make thee afraid to ſwear deceitfully by it. 


* — 


? Joſh. ii. 17. 2 Sam. xxi. 7. Ezek. xvii. 19. 


D Sixthly, 


— 
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Sixthly, Beware thou doſt not make an Idol of the 
World, by fetting thine Heart upon theſe earthly 
Things. Thou mayſt ſeek for a Happineſs here, 
but wilt never find it. Get what thou canſt of 
theſe Things, and do the utmoſt to ſecure them 
to thyſelf, thou mayſt loſe all while thou doſt 
live, but muſt take thine erernal Leave of all when 
thou ſhalt come to die. The Love of Money is ſaid 
to be the Root of all Evilh. If thy Heart goeth 
after thy Covetouſneſs, thou wilt go to Hell to 
promote thy wAreny Defigns. The Fear of God 
will be Joſt in thy ſervile Compliance with Men; 
and eyery thing that looks like Love to God will 
be wholly loſt in Love to thyſelf and the World. 
Thou wilt look upon it as the one neceſſary Thing, 
to promote thy carnal Intereſt ; and the baſeſt 
Means will be made uſe of to that End. Fear of 
God, Regard to a future State, and all Remains 
of Conſcience muſt be caſt off, and laid afide, as 
they lie in the Way to obſtruct and hinder it. 
For (as a modern Writer obſerves) “ he that at 
« the Heart ſets more by his Body than his Soul, 
& and loveth his worldly Proſperity above God, 
« will lie, or ſwear, or forſwear, or do any thin 
© to fave that carnal Intereſt which he moſt 
& yalueth.” He that is carnal and worldly at the 
Heart, is falſe at the Heart. The Religion of ſuch 
an Hypocrite will give place to his temporal Safe- 
ty or Commodity, and will carry him no farther 
3 the Way is fair. It is no wonder that a 

roud Man, or a Worldling, will renounce both 
God and his true Felicity for the World; ſeeing 
indeed he taketh it for his God and his Felicity. 


ht 


» 1 Tim, vi. 10. 


Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, Look before thee to the Iſſue of Things. 
As thou art a Man, thou mayſt ſee thyſelf de- 
parting out of this Life, when all thele carthly 
things will be to thee, as if thou hadſt never en- 
joy'd them; and thou wilt be to this lower World 
as if thou hadſt never lived therein. If thou doſt 
know that thou art a Man, thou canſt not be ig- 
norant of this, that thou art mortal and mult die. 
Thou mayſt eaſily foreſee Death advancing towards 
thee, and renewing its Attacks upon thee, until it 
hath pulled up all the Stakes, and taken the Ta- 
bernacle of thy Body down. Foreſee this, and 
conſider what it will be to die, and thou wilt not 
abuſe the Name of God by Perjury. For though 
it may be thou couldſt be content to live without 
God, ignorant of him, and a Stranger to him; 
* thou wouldſt be unwilling to die an Enemy to 

im, and have God an Enemy to thee: For this 
would be to die, and live in Hell for ever after 
thou art dead. And yet the Falſe-Swearer can 
look for nothing leſs than this, as his Lot and Por- 
tion. Now the Language of his Sin is, I re- 
nounce the Lord from being my God; and when 
Death ſhall be upon him to remove him out of 
our World, if he is not altogether ſtupid (as com- 
monly the Perjured are) the Cry of his Soul will 
be, Lord, be merciful to me a Sinner. Rut ſuch 
Perſons are like to be as far from obtaining Mercy 
then, as they are from eſfeeming it now. 

As thou art a Chriſtian, thou doſt profeſs to 
believe MN to come. Look forward to 
that awful Time; conſider who the Judge will be, 
and the dreadful Manner of his Appearance, in 
Flames of Fire. Conſider alſo what the Ends and 
Conſequent of this Judgment will be, viz. to de- 
termine the everlaſting State of all the Men and 
Women in the World —_— to their Works ; 
— an 
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and it will reſtrain thee from ſwearing falſly. by the 
adorable Name of the Eternal God. Thou wilx 
ſay that thou muſt ſwear; but if thou doſt for- 
ſwear thyſelf, thou muſt ſuffer the Vengeance of 
eternal Fire for thy Sin. Thou wilt, it may be 
fay alſo, that it will be to thy Loſs if thou doſt 
not ſwear; but if thou doſt ſwear falſly, when 
upon a Deathbed, or at the Day of Judgment thou 
ſhalt caſt up thy Accompts, and compare thy Loſs 
and thy Gain ; thou wilt find thy worldly Gain 
to be all Loſs, becauſe it will end in the Loſs of 
thy Soul, of greater Worth than a World. 


— 
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An Anſwer to the Evaſuns which ſome uſe 
to elude the Force of Oaths, and excuſe 
themſelves from the Guilt of Perjury. 


Erjury in its very Nature doth carry fo 
Ty much of Hell therein, that one would 
| think none ſhould have a Word to ſay 
| for it. But this, as well as other Sins, 
hath its Excuſes, ſome of which follow. 


Firſt, Will ſome ſay, I only kiſs my Thumb, and 
not the Book, and therefore am free from the Obliga- 
tion of nry Oath, | 


Anſw.Canſt thou turn Brute ſo far as to imagine, 
that the great God of Heayen and Earth is like 
the Heathen Idol-Gods, that have Eyes and cannot 
ice? or that he doth ſee, and not regard? or 3 
an 


— 
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and not reſent the Proſtituting of his ſacred Name 
to cover a Lie? 

Kiſs thy Thumb! What a Height of Wicked- 
neſs are ſome Men arrived at! Is Hell broke looſe, 
and Men become a kind of incarnate Devils, ſo 
far to debaſe God in their Minds, as to imagine 
that he will be thus moeked or impoſed upon! 

Kiſs thy Thumb! And when the Tokens of 
approaching Death ſhall be upon thee; when thy 
feeble and intermitting Pulſe, thy fainting Spirits, 
thy faultering Speech, thy dim Eyes and cold 
Sweats ſhall tell thee, that thy preſent Life is ex- 
piring, and Conſcience ſhall tell thee that thou art 
in an ill Condition to die, wilt thou kiſs thy Thumb 
to ſecure thyſelf from the Stroke and Sting of 
Death ? 

Kiſs thy Thumb! Hereafter, when the t 
Day of Judgment ſhall be come; when the Dead 
ſhall be ſummon'd out of their Graves by the Sound 
of the laſt Trumpet, and the Living changed, and 
all appear before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, as 
the higheſt and laſt Tribunal, to receive their final 
Doom; will kiſſing thy Thumb prevent the Exe- 
cution of that Sentence which will then be paſſed 
upon thee ? 

Kiſs thy Thumb! When thou ſhalt for thy Sin 
be ſent to Hell, and feel thyſelf tormented in thoſe 
Flames; wilt thou kiſs thy Thumb ro mitigate 
the Extremity, or ſhorten the Eternity of thy Tor- 
ments? 

But to leave the Thumb, and paſs to the Book; 
the Kiſſing of which is not at all eſſential to the 
Nature of an Oath. Thou doſt ſwear by the 
Name of God, and ſolemnly appeal to him, to 
judge of the Sincerity of thy Intentions in Swear- 
ing, and to take Vengeance on thee, if thou doſt 
ſwear with a Purpoſe to deceive. The laying thy 
Hand on the Book, and kiſſing it, is but a Cere- 

| monys 


22 Excuſes for the Guilt Ch. III, 
mony, whereby thou doſt ſignify to Men that thou 
doſt appeal to God in the Caſe before thee; and 
not at all material to the Oath which thou haſt 
taken, After thou haſt in a ſolemn Manner ap- 
pealed to Heaven, and concluded thy Oath with a 
So belp me God, thou haſt bound thyſelf with a 
Curſe to fulfil it, as thou wouldſt eſcape Divine 
Vengeance. And as thou haſt any Senſe of the 
Majeſty of God, or an eternal World upon thy 
Spirits, I would adviſe thee not to lay too great a 
Streſs upon kiſſing thy Thumb; for although thou 
mayſt by this means deceive others, and deceive 
thyſelf; yer there will a Time come, when thou 
wilt be fully convinced, that the great God with 
whom thou hadſt to do, will not be deceived. 


Secondly ; Will others ſay, Jam not ſatisfied of 
tbe Lawfulneſs of the Oaths impoſed on me; but I am 
forced to ſwear, and I hope this will excuſe mg from 
Sin? 


Anſw. But what Force is this which thou doſt 
ſpeak of? For my part I cannot perceive where it 
lies. Haſt thou been put in Priſon, and fed with 
Bread and Water of Affliction? or exerciſed with 
a Dragoon-Diſcipline, to rectify thy Judgment a- 
bout the Nature and Obligation of Oaths? or haſt 
thou been tortured on the Rack, or —— 
with the Severities of an Inquiſition- Court, to 
compel thee to ſwear? Nothing leſs. The Caſe 
in ſhort ſeems to be this. There are a Generation 
of Men among us, who are well no longer than 
they are diſturbing the publick Peace, with a De- 
ſign to ſubvert the preſent Eſtabliſhment ; for the 
better Security of which, *tis thought neceſſary 
that all thoſe who will not ſwear Fidelity to the 
Government, ſhould be excluded Places of Profit 
and Truſt under it; and that all diſaffected Perſons 

to 
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to the King and Government, ſhould be rated 
higher in the common Taxes, than thoſe who 
are Friends to both. But here is no Force uſed; 
unleſs. thou wilt fay that Men are forced, when 
they are moved with Fear; which cannot properly 
be called Force. The Liberty of thy Will remains, 
and thou art free, whether to take the Oaths, or 

y ſomething more than thy Neighbours for thy 
Nucl. But thou doſt love thy Purſe more than 
thy Soul; and ſhew it in this, that thou doſt chooſe 
rather to ſin than ſuffer; whereas the leaſt Sin, as 
it doth expoſe thee to the Wrath of an offended 
God, is worſe than the greateſt Sufferings from 
Men. 

Thou wilt plead a Neceſſity for ſwearing, to 
ſave thy Eſtate, and plead Conſcience, it may 
for breaking thy Oaths, becauſe thou didſt take 
them againſt thy Principles and Judgment. Vile 
Hypocriſy ! ayd the more abominable, becauſe the 


2 ſacred Name of God is made uſe of as a Cloak to 
cover it! Was this Example of thine reduced to an 
7 univerſal Practice, all Civil Society, as well as Re- 


ligion, would be at an End: For if Men may play 
faſt and looſe with ſuch ſacred Things as Oaths; 
ſwear and forſwear, when 'tis for their worldly 
Intereſt; Fear of God, and human Converſe, muſt 
neceſſarily be over ; for they who were talſe to 
God, would never be truc one to another. 


Thirdly; I ſinned in ſwearing z and therefore "tis 
wo Sin, much leſs can it be ſaid to be Perjury, to break 
my Oath. 


Anſw. Either thou didſt know this before thou 
didit take the Oath, or not. If not, how didſt 
thou make ſo daringly bold with the awful Name 
of the great and dreadful God, as ſolemnly to call 
upon him to approve of that as good, which ac- 
cording 
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cording to thy preſent Apprehenſion of Things was 
Evil? or to be a Witneſs to the Truth of that, 
which ſince appears to be falſe? Muſt thou at 
once impeach the Holineſs of God, as to make 
him a Patron of Sin? and alſo his Truth, to bring 
him in as a Confederate with thyſelf in a Lie? 
But if thou didſt know before, or at leaſt waſt 
inclined to believe, that the Oath impoſed on thee 
was evil, and that it was a Sin in thee to take it; 
certainly, as thou hadſt any Regard to God's Au- 
thority, or thy own Good, thou ſhouldſt have 
forborn it, whatever the Conſequents might have 
been to thyſelf. This would have ſhewn, that 
there were ſome Remains of Conſcience in thee x 
ſome Conſideration of the Nature and Awfulneſs 
of an Oath, ſome Reverence of the Name of God, 
and ſome Fears of his Diſpleaſure upon thy Spirits; 
while thou didſt chooſe rather to ſuffer, than do 
that which thou didſt conceive to be Sin. But to 
{wear contrary to the Dictates of thy Conſcience, 
it may be meerly to avoid ſome worldly Inconve- 
niences, and atterwards diſcharge thyſelf from 
thoſe Obligations, which by a ſolemn Appeal to | 
God thou broughtſt thyſelf under, becauſe in thy 
Apprehenſion it was a ſinful Oath, and thou didſt 
fin in taking it; this is ſuch a horrid Piece of 
Villany, as wants a Name to call it by. I can- 
not but look upon ſuch Perſons as ſome of the 
worſt of God's Creatures on this fide Hell itſelf. 
I think I may ſay of them, as Chriſt of Judas, 
It had been good for them if they had never been 
born. 

The Devils are ſaid to believe and tremble 
but thou doſt ſeem to have nothing like the Fear 
of God before thine Eyes, while thou doſt even 
banter thy Maker, and make a kind of Foot-ball 
of his glorious Name, as it he was upon a Le- 
vel with the meaneſt and moſt contemptible Be- 

ings 
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IS! ings in the World. This is for Earth in ſome 
ty fort to be worſe than Hell; and Men for Wic⸗ 
at kedneſs to out-do even the Devils themſelves. If 
ce the Lord is God, the Holineſs of his Nature doth 
g even engage him to proceed in Judgment againſt 

* thee, and inflict a Puniſhment upon thee anſwer- 
ſt able to the Nature of thy Sin. And though thou 
ee mayſt ridicule the Puniſhment of Sin now, when 
ty thou ſhalt come to ſuffer in the one, and under 
u- the Effects of the other, thou wilt find and feel 
ve to thine eternal Sorrow, that the Wrath of God and 
we the Flames of Hell, were not Things to be jeſted ar. 
nat 

C5 Fourthly ; I cannot juſtify Perjury (will it be ſaid 
eſs again) but God is merciful, aud I hope he will for- 
od, give me this Sin, otherwiſe 1 ſhould have been more 
5 7 backward to commit it. 

0 

to Anſw. But canſt thou flatter thyſelf into a Be- 
ce, lief of this, that God (if I may ſo ſpeak ) will be 
we- ſo prodigal of his Mercy, as thou art of the Ho- 
om nour of his great Name, to caſt it away on thoſe 
to who do manifeſt the utmoſt Contempt of him? 
thy Canſt thou know any thing of God, or the Na- 
lidſt ture of Sin, as tis a Tranſgreſſion of the Law of 
e of God? or haſt thou ever thought of the Nature of 
can- this Sin of Perjury in particular? If fo, canſt thou 
the elieve that it will be ſo caly a thing to be 
tſelf. diſcharged from the Guilt, and ſecured from the 
das, Puniſhment of ſuch a horrid Sin, as thou mayſt 
been imagine? Tis readily acknowledged that the 

Mercy of God in itſelf is infinite; but I would 

ble have thee remember, that 'tis limited in the Diſ- 
Fear poſals of it; ſo that Multitudes, who hoped for 
even it, will go for ever without it. I would have 
- ball thee remember too, that the Lord is a holy, 
Le- righteous, and dreadful, as well as a merciful God. 
e Be- And conlidering the Nature of thy Sin, thou haſt 
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far more ground to fear, leſt thou ſhouldit be made 
an Example of his Juſtice, than thou haft to hope 
to partake of his Mercy. Waſt thou not deep in 
Guilt before? ſo deep, as to give thee juſt Cauſe 
to fear, leſt the Wrath of God and the Miſeries 
of Hell ſhould be the Conſequent of thy Sin? And 
couldſt thou add this horrid Sin of Perjary to all 
the Reſt of thy Sins, and thereby farther* zroaſure 
up to thyſelf Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, ' and 
the Revelation of the righteous Fudgment of God? 
Hope for Mercy! What, thou who didſt ſin pre- 
ſumptuouſly, in taking Occaſion to forfwear thy- 
ſelf, becauſe God is merciful? Thou mayſt alſo 
hope, that the Sea will become dry Land, and 
that the Hills will be removed into the Vales; but 
thou haſt no Ground for ſuch Hopes; and yet 
poſſibly thy Hopes of this may be anſwer'd as ſoon 
as thy Hopes of — Hope for Mercy! But 
eanſt thou be ſo far infatuated, as to imagine that 
theſe Hopes of thine will render an injured God 
merciful to thee, or render thee a Subject eapable 
of receiving Mercy from him? Thou muſt have 
low and mean Thoughts of God, to ſwear falſ 

and deceitfully by his great Name; and thou mu 

have more contemptible Thoughts of the Mercy 
of God, to imagine that theſe idle Hopes will 
ever bring thee into the Number of thoſe bleſſed 
Men and Women, whoſe Iniquities are ' forgiven, 
and whoſe Sins through the Mercy of God are co- 
vered. Hope for Mercy! what! wilt thou add 
Impudence to thy Sin? When thou didit ſwear 
deceitfully by the Name of God, didſt thou not 
wiſh that God might deal with thee according 
to the Sincerity of thy Intentions in taking the 
Oath, and thy Endeavours to perform what thou 
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haſt ſworn? And canſt thou then look for any 
thing leſs, but that God will judge thee out of 
thine own Mouth, and infli& that Curſe upon thee 
which thou haſt imprecated on thyſelf? 

Me on 019113 Vii. g27t I | — 


Hfrby; Will ſome alfo fay, I was never for- 
feworn but one; and, as it' was 'the ſirt, I deſign 
ir ball be the Iaft time: Or, If I take à falſe 
Oath this once, I will never do the like again. 
THDWOW 13513 i | 
Anw. Forſworn but once! And will not that 
once thew a Heart void of the Knowledge and 
Fear, as well as wholly deſtitute of the Grace of 
God? Bur once, and no more! But when Men 
Have caſt off the Fear of God, and are left of him 
to theinſelves, they ſeldom, if ever, give over ſin- 
ning, till God doth put an end to their Time in 
this World, and bring upon them the Puniſhment 
of their Sin in the other. 
But once! And canſt thou conſider the God 
againſt whom thou doſt fin, and the heinous Cir- 
cumſtances with which this Sin of Perjury is ag- 
32 and not be convinced that this once is 
oo often? Thou wouldſt not drink Poiſon, tho? 
but once, leſt it ſhould coſt thee thy Life; nor 
wouldſt thou, though but once, caſt thyſelf down 
headlong from a —— DN leſt thou 
ſhouldſt be daſh'd in Pieces. And why ſhouldſt 
thou be perjured, though but once? Canſt thou 
reflect on the Evil of Sin, as 'tis a manifeſt Con- 
tempt of God's Authority ? and on the Severity 
of his Diſpleaſure againſt it, and dare adventure 
upon a Sin of ſuch a vile Nature, though but 
once? Haſt thou been perjared once already, and 
but once? and canſt thou conſider what thou haſt 
done, and what a dreadful Puniſhment awaits thee 
for thy Sin, and not acknowledge that once hath 
been too often? Or ſhould the Devil tempt thee 
HD once 


' 
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once more to adventure upon this God-daring and 
God-provoking Sin, thou doſt not know but that 
once may provoke a righteous and jealous God 
wholly to withdraw his abuſed Grace, and give 
thee up to thy Heart's Luſts; and then thou wilt 
keep on in the Ways of Sin without Repentance, 
until they bring thee to Hell, that Place of Tor- 
ment, out of which there will be no Redemption. 
Didſt thou know, or duly conſider, what the 
Wrath of God incenſed by Sin is, thou wouldſt 
not thus daringly provoke it, though but once, 
by ſuch a heinous Sin as Perjury. Or didſt thou 
conſider what the Nature of Perjury is, as tis an 
Abuſe of the ſacred Name, a Rejecting the Mer- 
cy, and an utter Abandoning thyſelf over to the 

uſtice of God, to haye Judgment without Mercy 
diftributed to thee z it would make thee fear this 
Sin, though committed but once, as thou wouldſt 
defire to eſcape the threatned and deſerved Py- 
niſhmenr. If thou art not ignorant of the Evil 


of Sin, and a Stranger to thyſelf, and the Sing 
thou haſt been guilty of; thou wilt not deny, but 


that tis owing to Divine Forbearance, that thou 
art yet on this fide everlaſting Miſeries. And bath 


God been patient towards thee for this, that thou 
ſhouldſt knowingly and preſumpruouſly, tho* bur 


once, ſhew ſuch a vile Contempt of his facred 
Name, as to {wear falſly by it? Is this the Carri- 
age of a Man to his God? Is this thy Duty to 


thy Maker? Is this thy Love to thy felt? to ruſh 


on upon the Wrath of God, and thruſt thyſelf 
forward in the Way to Hell with thy Eyes open, 
by forſwearing thyſelf, though but once? Should 
Thieves break into thy Houle, and carry away thy 
Money, the Deeds of thy Eſtate, and all thy va- 
Juable Goods; or ſhould they ſer thy Houſe on 
Fire, though but once, thou wouldſt think that 
once to be too often: And yet by taking a falſe 

\ Oath, 
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Oath, though but once, thou doſt injure thyſelf 
more than Men can injure thee. *Tis a ſmall mat- 
ter for Men to ſet thy Houſe on fire, or ſpoil thee 
of thy wordly Goods, to what it will be for Body 
and Soul to he under the Effects of God's Diſplea- 
ſure in Hell to all Eternity. 


Sixthly; It will be alſo ſaid by ſome, Though 7 
never ſet up for a Knight of the Poſt, to get a Penny 
by ſwearing, yet, I muſt confeſs, I have ſometimes 
jaken a falſe Oath; but then it was to do a Neigh- 
bour a Kindneſs, whoſe Caſe render d him an Objett 
of Pity and Charity. | 


Anſw. But the Cauſe which thou waſt concern'd 
in was juſt, or not: If it was juſt and righteous, 
there was no need of a falſe Oath: If it was unjuſt, 
ten thouſand falſe Oaths will never make Evil Good, 
or Good Evil, in the Sight of God, whatever they 
may ſeem to do in the puck of Men. And if thou 
haft ſuch a tender Regard to thy Neighbour's 
Welfare, one would think that Love ſhould find 
out a way to expreſs itſelf otherwiſe, than by pro- 
ſtituting thy Conſcience, and profaning the ſacred 
Name of God after ſuch a vile Manner, as to ſwear 
deceitfully by it. Charity begins at home : And 
canſt thou not ſhew thy Love to thy Neighbour 
ſome other way, than by bringing the Curſe of 
God upon thyſelf? Whatever good thou mayſt 
think to do for others in taking a falſe Oath, I am 
well aſſured, that all the Men on Earth, and all 
the Devils in Hell, could not do thee ſo much 
hurt, as by this imaginary Kindneſs to others thou 
doſt unto thyſelf. I know that it is thy Duty, as 
to love God above all, fo alſo to love thy Neigh- 
bour as thyſelf. But thou doſt ſhew by thy Ac- 


tions, that thou doſt neither love God, nor th 


Neighbour, nor thyſelf. Not God; thou muſt 
' | | ; have 
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have a brazen Forehead to ſay thou doſt, whilſt 
thou haſt no regard to his Authority, or the Ho- 
nour of his great Name. Not thy Neighbour, ' as 
thou ſnhouldſt; becauſe thou doſt oppreſs and in- 
Jureane to ſerve another; pick one Man's Pocket 
to put the Money into another Man's Purſe; con- 
trary to the Determination of God himſelf, who 
harh expreſly forbidden the wreſting of judgment 
to carry a bad Cauſe, tho' in favour of the Poor 4. 
Nor canſt thou be ſaid to love thyſelf; for if fo, 
thou wouldſt never pawn thy Soul to the Devil, to 
ſerve a private turn for thy Neighbour. And yet 
this thou doſt by Perjury; and to make ſure Work, 

ive him a kind of Earneſt before-hand, that thou 
wilt be his for ever. 


Lay; Will it be farther ſaid, Sometimes in 
Swearing I diſtinguiſh Things as Occafion requires; 
end ſometimes I take the Words of an Oath in a pri- 
vate Senſe of my own ; and by this means, with the 
help of ſome ſecret Reſerves, I ſecure myſelf from Per- 


gury. 


Anſw. 1. But what Pity 'tis, that thy diſtin- 
guſhing Faculty ſhould not enable thee to diſcern 

incerity from . the former of which 
doth commend a Man as lovely to God, and the 
latter render him abominable in his Sight. Ac- 
cording to that of Solomon : Lying Lips are an Abo- 
mination to the Lord, but they that deal truly are 
his Delight*, All the Diſtinctions in the World, 
improved to the utmoſt Advantage, will not recon- 
cile Truth and Falſhood, nor alter the Nature of 
Sin, ſo as to render it leſs evil in the Sight of God 
or ſecure the Sinner from the Effects of God's Diſ- 
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pleaſure, as the Puniſhment of his Sin. Th 
bon mayſt not diftinguiſh betwixt Good and Evil, 
God will diſtinguiſh betwixt him that ſweareth 
falfly, and him that feareth an Oath. And if 
thou ſhouldſt diſtinguifh thyſelf into that Place of 
outer Darkneſs, where there is weepivg, and wall 
ing, and gnaſping of Teeth, thou wilt certainly find; 
that whatever Uſe thou didſt make of theſe Dil 
tin&ions on Earth, they will ſerve to no purpole 
in Hell, more than with other Things to afford 
Matter for a tormenting Conſcience to reflect upon 
with everlaſting. Horror and Confuſion. If hoy 
muſt exerciſe thy diſtinguithing Talent, uſe it as 
thou wilt in other Matters. Bur if I may be thy 
Monitor, I would adviſe thee not to truſt too 
much to theſe forced Diſtinctions, either in taking 
or breaking of Oaths; for thou wilt find them 
in the End to be broken Reeds to lean upon. | 
2. And whereas thou doſt put a private Senſe on 
the Words of an Oath, to elude the Force and Ob- 
ligation thereof; may I have leave to aſk thee, by 
whoſe Authority thou doſt theſe TO and 
who gave thee this Authority? We will readily 
allow thee a private Judgment of Diſcretion to de- 
termine thine own Actions, both as thou art 2 
Man, and doſt go under the Name of a Chriſtian, 
and to put what Senſe thou wilt upon them. But 
Oaths are ſo ſacred and awful, as they are a ſolemn 
Appeal to a holy and dreadful God, that it is, and 
mult be an abominable thing in itſelf, and abomi- 
nable in the Sight of God, to put what Senſe thou 
wilt upon the Words that are uſed in Swearing. 
This would render Oaths as uſeleſs to diſcover 
Truth, and bind the Conſcience, as Ropes of Sand 
to bind the Body. Whatever Liberty thou doſt 
take to thyſelf, tis certain that Oaths are to be 
taken in the plain and obvious Senſe of the Words, 
and in the Senſe of the Impoſers: And for Men to 


take 
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take them otherwiſe, in a private Senſe of their 
own, is at once to be guilty of Profane/s and Per- 
: 3. And as for thy fecret Reſerves in ſwearing, 
whilſt thou doſt ſpeak one thing, and mean ano- 
ther; 'tis Impiety and Hypocriſy in a mph degrees 
thus to ſhuffle and prevaricate with God and Man 
a groſs perverting of the Uſe and Ends of an Oath, 
and the greateſt Indignity thou canſt put upon 
God. *Tis ſuch Carriage towards God, as would 
be lcok'd upon as inſufferable in Men towards thy- 
ſelf. Shouldſt thou bid thy Servants go and work 
in thy Field, and they ſhould ſay we will go, Sir; 
bur being taxed for their Neglect, they excuſe it, 
ſaying, we meant to morrow, or the third Day, or 
the next Week: Or ſhouldſt thou call upon a 
Debtor for Money to ſupply ſome urgent Neceſſi- 
ties, and he ſhould poſitively declare with an un- 
common Air of Aſſurance, I will pay you all this 
day Fortnight or three Weeks; and when the Time 
was come, he ſhould tell thee, that whatever his 
Words were, his Meaning was, if he ſhould-find a 
Bag of Money as he was travelling on the Road, 
or meet with a Gold or Silver Mine in his Garden 
ſuch deluſive Carriage as this in another to thee, 
would move thee with a kind of Indignation. And 
is the great God become with thee a more con- 
temptible Being than thyſelf, that thou ſhouldſt 
treat him as thou wouldſt not be treated by others? 
This is to proſtitute all that is ſacred, and to make 
game at the Authority and Diſpleaſure of God. 
Bur if thou art a Man given to Ridicule, and muſt 
have Matter for thy Mirth, let it not be the Wrath 
of God and the Flames of Hell; for theſe are not 
things to be ſported ar. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Some practical Inferences from what has been 
ſaid before. 
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Hope by this time the Reader is fully con- 


ivinced, that tis a horrid Sin to ſwear 
falſiy by the ſacred and dreadful Name 
of the Eternal God; and will readily con- 
cur. with me in the following Concluſions. 


Firſt, Men ſhould not be forward to ſewear by the 
Name of God. We have ſeveral Scripture Inſtances, 
not only of the holy Angels, and of holy Mens 
ſwearing by the Name of God, but God himſelf 
{wearing by his own Name, to ſhew the Lawful- 
nels of (wearing by it. But though tis lawful to 
ſwear by the Name of God, Men ſhould not be 
over-haſty to do it. The Diſtance betwixt God 
and Man is infinitely great; he is in Heaven, and 
we on Earth, and infinitely more above us than the 
Heavens are above the Earth. Men may exerciſe 
their Thoughts upon him with the greateſt Appli- 
cation of Mind; but after all, they will be no 
more able to comprehend him, than they are to 
contain all the Waters of the Sea in the Hollow of 
one of their Hands. For they cannot by ſearching 
find out the Almighty, much leis find him out to Per- 
feftion. Whenever Men addreſs themſelves to God 
by Prayer, they ſhould be duly ſenſible what _ 
do, and with. whom they have to do; as thoſe 
who do know ſomething of God, and are not ig- 
norant of themſelves, either as they are Creatures 

or 
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or Sinners, But when they adventure to ſwear by 


the awful Name of God, -who is from everlaſting. to 
everlaſiing, they ſhould not only be well — Ba 
ed with the Nature of an Oath, and well inform- 
ed of the Truth of hat they ſwear, that they may 
ſwear in Judgment and Righteouſneſs, as well as in 
Truth; but the Nature of the Thing in itſelf doth 
ſeem to beſpeak the deepeſt Senſe of the Majeſty 


of God upon their Spirits; and by conſequence, 


that they ſhould not thruſt themſelves on to ſwear 
by that God, whoſe Name is holy, and requires to 
have it ſanctified by all thoſe who take it iſſto their 
Mouths. If we may judge of the Tree by its Fruit, 
there ſeems to be a great Forgetfulneſs of the * 
of that God, in whom all the World do live, 
move, and have their Beings; and as great a For- 
getfulneſs of the Majeſty of God: And hence tis 
that there 1s fo little Deference given by many to 
his ſacred Name; while ſome ſwear profanely, and 
others deceitfully by it; and many who do not 
ſwear falſly by it, ſeem to have careleſs and incon- 
fiderate Thoughts of the Nature of an Oath, and 
very diminutive Thoughts of the Majefty of God, 
by whoſe Name they {wear. So that in contro- 
verted Matters ö bet wixt others, or be- 
twixt others and themſelves, they are ready to ſay 
in a Paſſion upon every ſlight Occaſion, tis ſo and 
ſo, and I will ſwear it. But it is a very awful 
thing to call upon God as a Witneſs, a Judge, and 
an Avenger, according to the Truth and Sincerity 
of their Intentions, Words, and Actions. And 
they who fear the glorious and fearful Name of the 
Lord their God, ſhould not, and indeed will not, 
be haſty to ſwear by ir. 


Secondly, Nhat Cauſe have we to magnify the 
Patience of God towards us, in keeping off bis deſola- 
7 & ting 
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ting Judgments from us. "Tis not becauſe God is 
under the lcaſt Obligation to us, that he, doth 
bear with us. For wherein can he be obliged to Men 
on Earth, who is infinitely above the Praiſes of the 
Angels in Heaven? Nor is it becauſe we are not 
Sinners, or: leſs Sinners than others: For God may 
ſay of us, as of the old World, that the Wicked- 
neſs of Men among us is great. I wiſh Sodom's 
Sins were not to be f. in the midſt of us; 
yea that we did not in ſome things go beyond the 
very Sedomites themſelves. For though they burn- 
ed in unnatural Luſt one to another, abuſed 
the Creatures of God to Pride and Gluttony, Sc. 
yet L am apt to believe that ſuch a helliſh Garh as 
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Cod damm me, was not heard among them, as is in 


common Uſe among us; and that they did not 
manifeſt ſo vile a 8 of God as we do in 
{wearing falſly by his Name. God Wight have 
with-held the Influences of Heaven and the Bleſſings 
of the Earth from us, ſo that we ſhould have pined 
away for our Sins and for want of Bread together: 
or he might have given the Sword a Commiſſion 
to eat our Fleſh, and drink our Blood, and turn 
our Houſes into ruinous Heaps: Or W have 
ſent the Plague among us, to carry us off with a 
ſweeping Deſtruction. Our Perjuries ſpeak us to 
be ſome of the worſt of Sinners; and God, as a 
Puniſhment of our Sins, might have brought the 
ſevereſt Judgments upon us. Had not God been 
patient towards us, we had been long e'cr this a 
miſcrable People; and the more miſerable, becauſe 
we are ſuch a perjured People: Per fidious to God 
and Man, who do not only forſwear ourſelves, bur 
even laugh at God after we have done, by making 
a Jeſt thereof; the vileſt of Sins, and the worſt of 
Men that are guilty of them. And though Sin- 
ners, who do owe _ to the Divine — 
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will give God no Acknowledgment of Praiſe for 
it; yet every pious Perſon ſhould be affected with 
it, and call upon themſelves in the Pſalmiſt's 
Words, * Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all within 
me bleſs his holy Name. Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, 
and forget not his Patience towards a ſinful God- 
provoking Nation. 
Thirdly; The Profaning the Name of God by Per- 
jury is, and ſhould be for a Lamentation. That Per- 
Jury is a Sin of a heinous Nature, is. confefſed b 
all the conſiderate Part of Mankind; and that it 
is „ er us, is too notorious to be de- 
nied. The Fear of God, and the Reverence of an 
Oath, are in a great meaſure departed from us. 


And if it be ſo, will ſome ſay, what is that to me? 


If others will forſwear themſelves, it is their Sin, 
and they muſt anſwer for it. But if God is thy 
Father, and thou haſt the Diſpoſition of a Child 
towards him, methinks thou ſhouldſt not make 
ſo light of the Diſhonour that is caſt on his Name 
by a Generation of Men, who by their Actions 
ſeem to caſt Dirt in his very Face. Men are ten- 
der of their Reputation. Noblemen have a Sta- 
tute on their Side, call'd Scandalum Magnatum, to 
ſecure the Honour of their Names from Abuſe, 
either by preventing it, or puniſhing the Offenders. 
And 'tis a common _ with Perſons of a meaner 

the Law to vindicate, or 
recover their injured Reputation. And thou who 
doſt make this Objection, Self-Love, or Love to 
thy Relations doth make thee tender of thy own 
and their good Name, yea although they have been 
dead ſeveral Years. Gould any ſpread it abroad 


through Town and Country, that thy good Father 
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deceaſed 
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deceaſed was a .Highway-man, and thy pious 
Mother a common Strumpet, I doubt not but thy 
Countenance would ſoon ſhew thy Reſentment of 
ſuch Things. And why ſo tender of the Reputa- 
tion even of thy dead Friends, and no more Regard 
to the Honour of the living God? To think upon 
the Majeſty of God, and his Diſpleaſure againſt Sin, 
and hear Men and Women callin JownV engeance 
from Heaven upon their own Heads; this muſt 
affect a conſiderate Mind, who hath any Zeal for 
God, or Love to Men. Every one who doth 
know - any thing what *tis to love, doth know 
how tender Love is of the Perſon beloved ; fo 
that it will not only think and ſpeak of him, but 
be 77 8 at the Diſhonour that is caſt upon him, 
and take what is done to the Perſon beloved as 
done to itſelf. And whether ſuch a general Uncon- 
ernedneſs, as is to be obſerved amongſt us on this 
account, doth not ſhew a great Want of Love to 
Pod, and Want of Zeal for the Honour of his 
ame; and conſequently whether Perſons thus de- 
ective in Love and Zeal, are related to God as his 
hildren, is what deſerves Conſideration. 


POSTSCRIPT. 
IA Avixc had occaſion betone tw take no- 
tice of the Oaths to the Government, 


* 5 tis thought adviſable to add them her 
A lage, as followeth. ' 
FAD, do fincerely promiſe and ſivear, that I wi 

be faithful, and bear true Allegiance to his Maje 
Py King GR RR | 
4 (29 So help me God 


A. B. do ſwear, that I do from my Heart abho 
deteſt, and abjure; as impiaus and beretical, thi 
damnable Doctrine and Poſition, that Princes exco 
municated, or deprived by the Pope; or any Authori 
of the See of Rome, may be depoſed or murther'd 
their Subjects, on any other whatſoever. And [6 
declare, that no Fareign Prince, Perſon, Prelate, Stai 
or Potentate, hath, or ought to have any Juriſditti 
Power, Superiority, Preheminence, or Authority, | 

cleſiaſtical or Spiritual, within this Realm : 
So help me Got 
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A. B. do truly and ſincerely acknowledge, teſtify, 
and "declare in my Conſcience, before God and tb 
World; that our Sovereign Lord King GxoR GE is 
lawful and rightful King of this Realm, and all other 
bis Majeſty's Dominions and Countries thereunto be- 
longing. And I do ſolemnly and ſincerely declare, that I 
do believe in my Conſcience, that the Perſon pretended 
to be Prince of Wales during the Life of the late King 
James, and ſince his Deceaſe pretending to be, and 
taking upon himſelf the Style and Title of King of 
England, by the Name of James the Third, or of 
Scotland, by the Name of James the Eighth, or the 
Style and Title of King of Great Britain, hath not 
any Right or Title whatſoever to the Crown of this 
Realm, or any other the Dominions thereto belonging: 
And I do renounce, refuſe, and abjure any Allegiance 
or Obedience to him. And I do ſwear that I will 
bear Faith and true Allegiance to his Majeſty King 
GEORGE, and him will defend to the utmoſt of my 
Power, againſt all Traiterous Conſpiracies and At- 
tempts whatſoever, which ſhall be made againſt bis 
Perſon, Crown, or Dignity. And 1 will do my ut- 
moſt Endeavour to diſelaſ aud make known to his Ma- 
jeſty and his Suctefſors, All Treaſons and Traiterous 
Conſpiracies, which I a kyow to be againſt him or 
any of them. Aud I do faithfully promiſe, to the ut- 
moſt of my Power, to ſupport, maintain, and defend 
the Succeſſion of the Crown againſt him the ſaid James, 
and all other Perſons whatſoever ;, which Succeſſion by 
an Act intituled, An Act for the farther Limitation 
of the Crown, and better ſecuring the Rights and 
Liberties of the Subject, is and ftlands limited to the 
Princeſs Sophia, Ele&refs, and Ducheſs Dowager of 
Hanover, and the Heirs of her Body being Proteſtants. 
And all theſe Things Ido plainly and ſincerely acknow= 
ledge and ſwear, according to theſe expreſs Words by 
me 
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4 Equi uocation, mental Evaſion, or ſecret" Refers 
uon what/orver. Aud 1'do make this Recogyitions 
3 Acknowledgment, Abjuration, Renunciation, and po- 
** miſe, heartily, willingly, and truly, upon the tru: 
Faith of a Cbriſtia ns OT 
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